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EXISTING CONDITIONS - EXTERIOR
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EXISTING CONDITIONS - INTERIOR
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PROPOSED CONCEPT - CORNER OF OLD PENLLYN & WISTER
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PROPOSED CONCEPT - VIEW FROM WISTER - POTENTIAL MURAL LOCATION
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PROPOSED CONCEPT - VIEW FROM WISTER
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PROPOSED CONCEPT - PATH ALONG OUTFIELD
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PROPOSED CONCEPT - LOOKING TOWARDS WISTER - PICNIC AREA
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PROPOSED CONCEPT - LOOKING TOWARDS WISTER - PICNIC AREA
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PROPOSED CONCEPT - PATH ALONG OLD PENLLYN
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PROPOSED CONCEPT - CORNER OF OLD PENLLYN & WISTER - MEMORIAL MARKER
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MEMORIAL MARKERS

MEMORIALIZATION 
METHOD

Memorial Markers:

•	Each marker will provide a short description of the history and 

stories of the community.

•	Looking glass markers will be oriented so that in perspective the 

viewer can line up the context to see what used to exist in the 

past.

•	Common markers will be placed to extend the history along a 

walking trail.

•	QR codes will be provided at each so viewers can read further.
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MEMORIAL MARKERS



LOOKING GLASS TO THE PAST

Gwynedd School

The new Penllyn School, built in 1923, operated for nearly 30 years near the intersection 
of Old Penllyn Pike and Wister Avenue. The building’s memory tells an interesting story 
of education in Lower Gwynedd Township and community members’ effor ts to integrate. 
  
In the mid-19th century, the first Penllyn School was established as one of four common 
schools in Gwynedd, alongside Cedar Hill, Dager and Maple Grove. While its exact 
location is unknown, Penllyn was notable for educating both black and white students. 
  
By 1928, Lower Gwynedd had only two schools, the new Penllyn School and Spring 
House School. Children began to attend school not based on where they lived, but 
based on their race. There were inequities in the buildings, grounds, amenities 
and supplies of the two schools, a pattern that was reflected across the nation. 

LOOKING GLASS TO THE PAST

Penllyn School

Built in 1923 on land donated by the Ingersoll family, the Penllyn School—popularly known as the "New School House"—
was a central institution in the historic Penllyn Village for over three decades. Although it replaced an earlier integrated 
facility, this new building became a site of state-sanctioned racial segregation, exclusively serving African American 
students while white children from the same district were bused to the nearby Spring House School. Over time, the facility 
was allowed to fall into disrepair, becoming a physical symbol of the systemic inequities facing the community.

Following the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education ruling, the school board's refusal to integrate led to a landmark legal 
challenge by local families—the Smiths, Queenans, Stewar ts, and Robinsons. Their victory in the Montgomery County 
Cour t of Common Pleas forced the school's closure in 1955, successfully ending segregated public education in Lower 
Gwynedd Township. Though the building was demolished in 1967, the site was eventually preserved as Penllyn Park, 
serving today as a lasting monument to the community’s pursuit of justice and educational equity.

Nihiciatur rem nis dem fugia perum essime nonseribus et ma quist veles dolore, cus, volorep rovidenit perumet 
laborio qui sunda doluptatio conem dolest volorerum estiist, nonsenime ant acid que omnis qui consequ 
atibusda volupta incit, que poriat ad exerunt odi voluptatur sunto cus evene nus venis incipsamus dolupti 
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MEMORIAL SIGNAGE - THE LOOKING GLASS

MEMORIAL SIGNAGE 01:
THE LOOKING GLASS
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MEMORIAL SIGNAGE - THE LOOKING GLASS - ZOOMED IN 

MEMORIAL SIGNAGE CONCEPT 01:
THE LOOKING GLASS
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 MEMORIAL SIGNAGE - LOOK & LEARN

MEMORIAL SIGNAGE CONCEPT 02:
LOOK & LEARN
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